
      The Semaphore 
                             December 2018                      

Official Newsletter of the  
Chicagoland Lionel Railroad Club 

 

Thank You To Everyone Who Made 

The December Open House Events A 

Success    

 
I want to say a big thank you to all the Board 

members, Santa, the back shop and diner team, 

and all the members who helped.  It was an 

arduous two days to say the least, but we had so 

many compliments and thanks it was worth it.  

We helped many families build their own 

holiday tradition. 

 

I feel we did exceptionally well.  We were up 

over last year by $197.00.  Our Santa had a long 

line for several hours. Retail, Diner, and door 

income were up.  Donations were down but that 

is always a crap shoot no matter how many 

people we get.  $79.00 in my opinion was just 

icing on the cake as far as donations. 

 

If you have any comments-suggestions-pro or 

con that will help make year better, please send 

them. 

 

Special thanks to the yardmaster Ed Zeglicz for 

keeping the trains running (not an easy task), 

Phil for managing the diner so efficiently (diner 

has been up the last three open houses) Ed 

Carter for his work in the retail shop, Dave 

Lerner and Joe Oster for their help plus, the 

backshop boys, Bill Herrndobler and his crew 

in accessory canyon, Jeff Mills for not only 

running the El but for covering for Kevin Barry 

(Kevin was at the emerald society promoting the 

club as he does every year), Bob Pintowsi, 

Gerry Gerard and the night crew for coming 

early and pitching in and to Herb and Jim 

Ameratti for putting the signs up and taking the 

down, to Joe Smolinski for the Isle of Sodor and 

also getting the word out to the public, and to 

Herb also for documenting the event like he 

always does. Again, a very big thanks should go 

out to all the members for a very successful open 

house. 

 

The only thing that was missing in my opinion 

was Al Havlicek.  So Al, get well and quit 

clowning around with those nurses and get back 

here to the club. 

Thanks to Bob Ciolino for the article. 

 

 
“Santa I would like some trains” 

Thanks to Herb K. for the picture 

 

 

December  Layout Update 
 

Work on the layout continued around the 

preparations for the December open house 

events. A new work yard with a water tower and 

a coaling station was added. Steve continued his 

work on the mountain. Maintenance and repairs 

to the track were performed at various points in 

the layout. We want to thank the talented 



members of the club who continue to make the 

layout more realistic every month. 

 

 
Bill adds ballast to the new work yard 

 

  
Tom paints the rails 

 

Thanks to Herb K. for the story and the picture. 

 

 

 

 
 

December Lionel Ambassador 

Program Update 
 

The CLRC successfully completed the 

requirements for the month of December and 

received the maximum points. We now await the 

yearly results when all the submissions are 

complete. 

 

Social Media Update 
 

We are just shy of having 1,200 “Likes on 

Facebook”. If you haven’t “Liked” us Facebook 

yet please do so. In addition we had over 8,000 

hits on our website this year. Those numbers are 

awesome and we are humbled by them 

Have you seen the latest CLRC videos? Just go 

to You Tube and type in CLRC in the search bar.  

 

CLRC Receives AED, First Aid Kit, 

and Eye Wash Station 

 

The CLRC has received a very fortunate 

donation of a new modern Automated External 

Defibrillator (AED) a first aid kit and an eye 

wash station. Additionally, on December 15
th

, 

Tom Bosworth trained a number of our members 

on the use of this equipment as well as other 

basic first aid procedures. Thank you to Tim 

Flaherty for making the AED and the training 

possible. Our club is now better prepared in case 

of a medical emergency.  

 

 
Tim with the new first aid equipment 

 

Thanks to Herb K for the picture 

 

The CLRC Signal Program 
 

Missing from the new layout are the signals 

needed by the engineers to operate their trains. 

Soon, this will no longer be a problem.  



Under the leadership and sponsorship of Tim 

Flaherty our existing signals are now organized, 

and a variety of new signals are arriving for 

installation. Tim has also acquired the needed 

specialized tools, testing equipment, and other 

miscellaneous items that will be needed to 

complete the installation. 

Tim would like to hold a progress meeting on 

January 26
th

 with anyone who would like to be a 

part of the SWG (pronounced SWAG) group. 

Thanks to Tim for taking the lead on this project.  

 

CLRC Again Supports The Emerald 

Society  
 

CLRC was once again invited to support the 

Emerald Society of Illinois, police officers of 

Irish heritage, at their annual Christmas Party. A 

small layout, slightly larger than the Isle of 

Sodor in the Clubhouse mezzanine magically 

appeared and fascinated the twenty or so children 

present.  

It was not surprising that one young man didn't 

want to eat and only left the layout when it 

stopped for Santa's arrival. When asked why the 

train stopped, he was told, "Santa brought the 

train and it doesn't run while he is here with the 

other children." The youngster reluctantly went 

to see Santa, but came running back after giving 

his Mom his present.  

The highlight of the layout was a movie theater 

with the marque reading, MISTER PRESIDENT 

starring KEVIN MYRON. Kevin Myron is the 

immediate Past President of the Emerald Society 

who died suddenly this past summer. Several 

members were seen taking photos of the theater 

and commenting about the tribute. Thank you to 

our own Kevin Barry for making this happen 

each year. 

 

CLRC Participates in the Historic 

Pullman Foundation Event 
 

CLRC participated in the 2018 candlelight 

House Walk sponsored by the Historic Pullman 

Foundation. Stop number 2 was at the Florence 

Lowden Miller Historic Pullman Center. Here is 

their site clip: All Aboard! This season the 

Center was dedicated in honor of Florence 

Lowden Miller, a philanthropist, mentor, 

conservationist, preservationist and a friend of 

Pullman. The Center is inviting you to enjoy 

train travel via the effort of the Pullman Train 

Club and the Chicagoland Lionel Railroad Club. 

Originally erected in 1884 as a boarding house, 

the Historic Pullman Foundation purchased the 

property in 1973. It is currently used for 

community meetings, Historic Pullman 

Foundation Offices, and recently the national 

Park Service's administrative offices. Is the 

Dining Car open for a holiday feast? Choo-

Choo! 

 

CLRC was represented by P.J., Kevin Barry, 

Dave Lerner's track, for that other brand of 

trains, and former member Pete Conrad. Yes, the 

Diner Car was open for our guest’s enjoyment. 

Thanks to Kevin Barry for coordinating this 

effort. 

 

CLRC 25
th

 Anniversary Club Car Two 
 

Our Anniversary car TWO is Lionel’s modern 

LionScale 57’ O-Gauge Refer Car, with Rotating 

Bearing Cap Trucks, separately applied extras, 

including the ladders and more. This car will 

enjoy riding with the rest of your CLRC consist 

on your railroad or enjoyed on your wall of other 

CLRC trophy cars. 

This car is made in the USA at Lionel’s 

Headquarters, Concord, NC. We only have 100 

cars on order with Lionel. Sales are first come 

first serve. 

 
 

 

CLRC Officers and Directors to Be 

Elected in 2019 
 

 

  In March 2019 the Club will be hold elections 

for the office of Vice-President and the office of 

Secretary.  Ed Carter, the current Vice-President, 



and Joe Oster, the current Secretary has 

announced that they will be running for re-

election to their respective positions.  Also up for 

election next year are two director positions.  

Those positions are currently held by David 

Lerner and Kevin Barry.  David Lerner has 

decided not to run for another term.  Kevin Barry 

has confirmed that he is running for re-election 

as Director. 

 

  Any member interested in running for Vice-

President, Secretary, or one of the director 

positions should submit their names to me and 

indicate the position for which you want to run.  

The deadline for submitting your name is 

January 16, 2019.  If you are interested in 

running for one of those positions email me at 

herbwkoch@gmail.com on or before that date. 

 

 

 

Classified Ads 

 

Micro-Mark Bottom-side Creeper.   

Like new 

Padded, adjustable head and back rest.  

Pad 2x14x51 inches  

Wheel base. 26 x 44 inches  

Height 11”.   Raise 16 “ 

Price $50.00.   See George Stangel or call: 

708 299 0571 

 

This space will be used to advertise items for 

sale by the Club or by members. 

Club owned items may be purchased by seeing 

Bob Ciolino at the clubhouse or contacting him 

via phone at 708-828-2041 or e-mail at 

robertciolino@att.net.For member owned items, 

the seller must provide contact information. 

Member listings are restricted to two specific 

items, or a general listing identifying the type(s) 

of items for sale. Listings will continue to appear 

in the newsletter for two consecutive months, or 

until sold, whichever is the shorter time. Member 

listings shall be submitted to Curt Ward either 

via e-mail at cward508@msn.com or via snail 

mail at 1211 Prairie Creek Trail Joliet IL 60431 

 

Do you have something you want 

included in the newsletter? 

Club member Curt Ward will be creating and 

distributing the newsletters. If you have material 

for the newsletter, you can send it to Curt via e-

mail at cward508@msn.com. To help Curt 

please use MS Word to create the information 

and format it into a two column page. 

 

Coming Down the Tracks 

Important upcoming events:  

Open House Event – January 19
th

 

Open House Event – February 16
th

 

Open House Event – March 16
th

  

mailto:herbwkoch@gmail.com
mailto:robertciolino@att.net
mailto:cward508@msn.com

