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March Chicagoland Lionel Railroad Club 

Open House a Success 
The Chicagoland Lionel Railroad Club held its 

March Open House on the 18
th

. A steady stream 

of model train enthusiasts enjoyed the club 

throughout the day. Our March Open House 

showed off our NEW coal loading facility in its 

infancy.  The Coal Mine and Loading function of 

our layout are under the direction of Jeff Mills.  

He has set up a loading station with its own yard 

from the nearby (to be built) coal mine.   

The visitors continue to be impressed with the 

changes to the layout downstairs and the younger 

visitors continue to enjoy Thomas and his friends 

on the upstairs layout. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jeff operates the coaling facility 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lynn and Lucas enjoy the carnival area of Sodor 

Island 

Thanks to Herb K. for the article and pictures 

 

Chicagoland Lionel Railroad Club 

Adds NEW Power 

As part of the Ambassador Program, we 

requested eight (8) Legacy 360W PowerMaster 

track control units (6-82883).  Each 360W 

PowerMaster is powered with either two 135W 

or 180W PowerHouses.  This gives us the much 

needed power to run multiple engine lash-ups, 

multiple trains, and long lighted passenger cars 

along with other consists that we care to run on 

the same track!  Another big benefit of having 

these PowerMasters is that they wirelessly 

restore power after a derailment.  After a 

derailment is properly restored to the track, as an 

example, one just needs to enter the codes as 

when you started running your train the first 

time.  No more running under the layout to have 

to reset the power.  This is a nice feature. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The task was given to John Billone who advised 

advised that the transition of the old TPC’s to 

these units was no problem.  Fortunately for us, 

John knows his stuff and came prepared with 

special wiring harnesses and labels to make 

running trains easier for us.  (Nuances one would 

not normally think about until the unit is on the 

table and one finds out that more is needed.)  The 

PowerMasters were programmed so more 

engines can be assigned in the “ENG” mode and 

lash-ups can be made using all the numbers of 

“TR”. 

John is hard at work! 

 

To run the trains John set up the following 

parameters:  

 

CLRC Track Power 
TR 92 Coalmine Track 
TR 93 Logging Track 
TR 94 Beltline Outer Loop 
 Beltline Ramp 
TR 95 Beltline Inner Loop  
 Beltline Upper Loop 
TR 96 Mainline Upper Outer Loop 
 Mainline Ramp 
 Mainline South Yard 
TR 97 Mainline Upper Inner Loop 
TR 98 Mainline Lower Inner Loop 
 Central Industry Tracks 
TR 99 Mainline Lower Outer Loop 
 
Power 100% TR## AUX1 – 9 
Power 30% TR## AUX1 - 8 
Power OFF TR## AUX1 - 0 

 

Thanks to Herb K. for the article and pictures 

 

CLRC to host Boy Scout Railroading 

Merit Badge June 3
rd

 

It is time to begin planning for this year’s 

railroading merit badge. This outreach requires 

the time and efforts of many CLRC members. 

From setup on Friday night until cleanup at the 

end on Saturday, there is someplace every 

member can be a part of this great event. 

Contact Herb Koch and let him know that you 

can help.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

Lionel Ambassador Program 
 

The competition continues for the Ambassador 

Club and we are in contention for the top spot.  

We can use your help with written Lionel 

product reviews.  Take a look at our website 

https://www.clrctrains.com/clrc-members-

written-product-reviews for inspiration and 

formatting.  Send me a copy for review and 

Lionel Ambassador Club submission.   

 

We also have been producing Lionel Product 

videos for submission.  Take a look at the 

following link: 

https://www.clrctrains.com/clrc-members-video-

product-reviews  Click on the “You Tube” icon 

in the bottom right hand corner which will allow 

you to give the video a thumbs up helping our 

following giving us that extra edge. 

 
 

 
 

Herbert W. Koch 

CLRC – President 

herbwkoch@gmail.com 

708-577-3156 

 

CLRC - Personalized Ambassador 
Boxcar 

 
 

Fellow CLRC Members, 

Lionel has just opened the opportunity for any 

CLRC member to order our CLRC Ambassador 

Club Car, similar to the car awarded to the 

Chicagoland Lionel Railroad Club last year.  I 

just ordered mine.  You can customize it with 

your own name, add your position or status, such 

as Director, Diner Team, Layout Team, Charter 

Member, 10 year member, Grand Child, and 

more.  I noticed that when I ordered, my 

personalized section was in gold.  I like this nice 

touch.  Order in lower case, upper case or mix 

them up.  Lionel also advised that they will give 

$10 to CLRC for each car sold.  This is also a 

nice touch.  It is also made in the USA.  We have 

until May 1, 2017 so please order NOW! 

 
Here is Mike Philips Vice President – Brand 

Marketing note as to how to order: 

 

Herb, 

It is finally ready! The Chicagoland Boxcar is 

officially up on the Lionelstore.com website. 

  

Link to Site: (paste it into your browser or type 

it)  http://www.lionelstore.com/CLRC 

  

or go to www.lionelstore.com and click on 

“Shop by Category” then “Personalized” will 

be in the drop down list. 

 

This is a first ever “Club Exclusive” 

personalized item for the CLRC. We hope you 

enjoy.  Have a great week. 

Mike 

 

https://www.clrctrains.com/clrc-members-written-product-reviews
https://www.clrctrains.com/clrc-members-written-product-reviews
https://www.clrctrains.com/clrc-members-video-product-reviews
https://www.clrctrains.com/clrc-members-video-product-reviews
mailto:herbwkoch@gmail.com
http://www.lionelstore.com/CLRC
http://www.lionelstore.com/


Please contact me:  

1.  If you have trouble ordering from the Lionel 

Web page  

2.  If you ordered a car. 

 
If you have any questions, please give me a call. 

Thanks, 

Herb 

 

Herbert W. Koch 

President 

Chicagoland Lionel Railroad Club 

708-577-3156 

 

Why Model Trains as a Hobby? 
Besides waiting for a real train at a crossing have 

you ever heard someone say I hate trains? Of 

course not. When you bring up the topic of 

model trains it usually evolves into the Lionel 

train you received for Christmas as a child. After 

that you talk about how that train set ran under 

the tree for years to come.  

For some, you talk about that Mom or Dad 

tossed it out years ago because the kids lost 

interest in it.  For others, that still have their train 

set, something sparks your interest and you go 

looking for that train set again, hoping it still 

works.  As you go through the boxes you 

remember the fun times and enjoyment it 

brought all over again, as if it was yesterday.  

You start to relive those days in your mind when 

things were simpler, less stressful and in most 

cases more fun. It’s a far cry from the world we 

live in today with so much negativity and 

“Breaking News” every 30 seconds.  

Model Trains as a hobby, like so many other 

makes people feel happy. You feel a sense of 

accomplishment when you finish a project. Often 

you want to share your knowledge and 

experience with others.    

 As adults we need to instill these feelings into 

our children and grandchildren. As a model 

railroader you learn about electricity, carpentry, 

and how to make plans. You develop artistic 

skills as you landscape your layout. These are all 

skills that will be used for a lifetime.  If you join 

a train club you learn how to socialize, develop 

interpersonal skills, and make new friends. You 

don’t learn these on a computer or cell phone.  

One thing about starting trains as a hobby, there 

are no age boundaries. You can be 3 or 83 and 

you will fit in just fine. To help you get started 

I’ve included some links to train web sites that 

cover they basics to answer any questions for 

may have. Also, the link on our website called 

Railroad and Trains provides other sites for you 

to explore.  

Thanks for reading and Happy Railroading! 

http://modeltrainsforbeginners.com/cb45610sh42

5/model-trains-for-beginners.pdf 

http://www.businessinsider.com/why-you-need-

to-have-a-hobby-2014-3 

http://modelrailwayengineer.com/5-ways-to-

build-beautiful-hills-on-a-budget/ 

 

Thanks to Joe Smolinski for the story 

 

LOCKERS FOR RENT 

Two large lockers on the mezzanine are available 

for rent starting January 1, 2017. 

A full locker rents for $75.00 per month. One-

half of a locker may be rented for $37.50 per 

month. 

If interested contact Al Havlicek via e-mail at 

havli_lisle@sbcglobal.net, or phone at 630-852-

6038 or see Al at the clubhouse. 

 

 

 

Classified Ads 

EQUIPMENT FOR SALE 

Members Equipment for Sale 

Command Locomotives: 

TMCC Diesel SD70 Nbr 479 Union Pacific 

$300.00 

TMCC Diesel SD90 Nbr 8542 Union Pacific 

$300.00 

TMCC Steam 2-8-4 Virginian $400.00 

tel:(708)%20577-3156
http://modeltrainsforbeginners.com/cb45610sh425/model-trains-for-beginners.pdf
http://modeltrainsforbeginners.com/cb45610sh425/model-trains-for-beginners.pdf
http://www.businessinsider.com/why-you-need-to-have-a-hobby-2014-3
http://www.businessinsider.com/why-you-need-to-have-a-hobby-2014-3
http://modelrailwayengineer.com/5-ways-to-build-beautiful-hills-on-a-budget/
http://modelrailwayengineer.com/5-ways-to-build-beautiful-hills-on-a-budget/
mailto:havli_lisle@sbcglobal.net


TMCC Steam 0-8-0 Union Pacific $300.00 

Rolling Stock: 

Double Stack cars - $40.00 each 

Caboose – Southern Pacific - $40.00 

Misc Box, Tanker, etc. - $30.00 each 

If interested, Contact Ron Foster 

 Phone 630-241-2953 

 E-mail tincupper1@sbcglobal.net 

Or see Ron at the clubhouse. 

 

This space will be used to advertise items for 

sale by the Club or by members. 

Club owned items may be purchased by seeing 

Bob Ciolino at the clubhouse or contacting him 

via phone at 708-828-2041 or e-mail at 

robertciolino@att.net. 

For member owned items, the seller must 

provide contact information. Member listings are 

restricted to two specific items, or a general 

listing identifying the type(s) of items for sale. 

Listings will continue to appear in the newsletter 

for two consecutive months, or until sold, 

whichever is the shorter time. Member listings 

shall be submitted to Curt Ward either via e-mail 

at cward508@msn.com or via snail mail at 1211 

Prairie Creek Trail Joliet IL 60431 

 

Do you have something you want 

included in the newsletter? 

Club member Curt Ward will be creating and 

distributing the newsletters. If you have material 

for the newsletter, you can send it to Curt via e-

mail at cward508@msn.com. To help Curt 

please use MS Word to create the information 

and format it into a two column page. 

 

 

 

Coming Down the Tracks 

Important upcoming events:  

April 15
th

 – Open House 

May 20
th

 – Open House 

June 3
rd

 – Boy Scout Merit Badge 
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