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CLRC Winter Party 

We all had a very wonderful time at the CLRC 

Winter Party.  Everyone who attended had a 

GREAT time.  This year over 100 enjoyed our 

CLRC hospitality. Thank you to everyone who 

helped to plan and put on this great event. 

Thanks to Herb K for write up and picture 

.

 

 

CHICAGOLAND LIONEL RAILROAD 

CLUB 

JANUARY 16, 2016 OPEN HOUSE 

And World’s Greatest Hobby CLRC Drag 

Racing 

We split up our club on Open House day.  John 

Billone and Herb Koch set up our dragstrip at 

the World’s Greatest Hobby show and Bob 

Ciolino ran the Open House.  As with all of our 

open houses, our guests stated how much they 

liked the big picture of Chicago, Lemont, the 

Joliet Refinery and the Joliet Power Plant that 

surrounds the Belt Line Layout.   

 

 

 

 

They also liked how the main layout fills the 

Train House with the yard, the Chicago El, three 

main lines running near the edge, all in the 

CLRC Winter Wonderland. 

At the World’s Greatest Hobby show, we set up 

our CLRC Premier Drag Race Set.  It is a scale 

Quarter Mile with extreme timers.  John Billone 

made the circuitry to show times to 0.1 second 

and place to 1/1,000,000 of a second indicated 

with the illumination of the winning cross buck 

signal.  There are no ties.  We ran races on both 

Saturday and Sunday.  The Highlight was when 

Lionel LOTS, TCA, LCCA competed.  The 

fastest time was 4.8 seconds.  We did a exhibit 

race with the powerhouse CLRC Race Team 

Engines.  The two engines tied at 3.4 seconds.  

(The place signal went to John Flinn’s engine.)  

Thanks to Herb Koch for the write up and 

pictures 
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We also had a chance to interact with Lionel. 

 

 

 

 

 

CLRC is a Lionel Ambassador 

 

We continue to be a strong contender with 

Lionel’s Ambassador Program.  Each month we 

submit various product reviews, both written and 

video.  Please contact me if you would like to 

make a Video with me as we have done in the 

past.  We also need written product reviews.  I 

review them all and edit them to CLRC 



standards.  Please take a look at our videos and 

written  product reviews at our website at 

www.clrctrains.com 

2016 Clubhouse Schedule
 

The clubhouse schedule for 2016 is slightly 

different than for previous years. We will 

continue to be open every Saturday and one day 

during the week. Starting in January of 2016 

we will be open on Wednesdays every week. 

We will no longer alternate between Tuesdays 

and Wednesdays. 

 

 

 

Treasurer’s Update 

 First, I want to thank all the members who 

supported the club by working the drag races at 

the World's Greatest Hobby Show on Tour.  We 

sold several club cars and even better we had a 

tremendous crowd every time the races started.  

This was great exposure for our club plus several 

people showed a sincere interest in attending our 

open houses and even possibly becoming a 

member.   

Secondly, I want to thank all the members 

especially the kids who came and helped out at 

our January open house.  Without them we 

would not have been as successful.  The open 

house was a success and we made enough 

money to help us get to our goal of starting 

the new layout on time and with sufficient 

funds to complete step 1. 

So the news is good and full steam ahead.   

Sincerely, Bob Ciolino Treasurer 

 

NOW YOU KNOW 

A continuing series of useful/useless information 

about the Railroads we love to play with. 

 Some have asked, or should ask, when do you 

use a locomotive bell? 

RULE 14 in most railroad operating rule books 

requires an engineer to activate the bell to warn 

anyone close to the locomotive that it is about to 

move. The engine bell must also be activated 

whenever the moving train is approaching and 

passing over public grade crossings, through a 

tunnel, or when it’s approaching any location 

where passengers, workers, or anyone else is 

seen near the track. 

The bell is also rung at meets and anytime one 

train is passing another train, or cars standing on 

an adjacent track, as a warning to anyone who 

may step out from behind the standing 

equipment.  

The bell is also used (with a reduction of speed) 

as an emergency warning device in case of a 

whistle failure. 

This information should help you enjoy your 

trains. 

SWAV 

 

 

 

 

http://www.clrctrains.com/


 

Boy Scout Railroading Merit Badge 

 

The CLRC will be hosting a Boy Scout 

Railroading Merit Badge Clinic on Saturday 

May14th. In preparation for this event the 

Pathways to Adventure Council is holding a 

Merit Badge Counselor training event Saturday 

February 13
th

. The CLRC needs as many 

members as possible who are certified 

counselors. Please contact Herb Koch if you are 

able to help with the clinic and are able to attend 

the training event.  

 

 

Permanent Layout Update 

By now most of our club members are aware that 

MAJOR CHANGES are happening at the Club 

House. 

There is a Photo Realistic Backdrop surrounding 

the layout area. New Layout lighting is being 

installed for your viewing enjoyment. Sound 

deadening materials are being applied to allow 

the SOUND OF THE TRAINS to be enjoyed, 

not just tolerated. 

And finally the rumors of the new layout are 

becoming fact. The acquisition of raw materials 

and track products has commenced.  Plywood 

and other materials for the bench work 

construction is being obtained. ROSS TRACK is 

being accumulated. Track plans for the layout 

are being finalized every day.  

About that last line. I have been working on 

suitable plans for the club for many years.  The 

biggest problem is dreams. We all would love to 

see the layout of our dreams. And then there's the 

wake up alarm.  The fact is we have about 1000 

sq. ft. of space to utilize. No problem I said to 

myself. But what can I put into that space?  The 

first question is who is this layout for. That's 

easy. The Club Members.  Not so fast. Some of 

our members like to run their trains in circles. It 

is indeed very soothing.  But others would like to 

run prototypical operation.  And there are other 

variations.  The problem is that a layout designed 

to work well would not necessarily function well 

for the other.  Another concern is that it should 

be an operating layout, not just a display like at a 

museum. 

Working within those guides I started developing 

plans. Serious computer drawings started about a 

year ago.  To explain the problems, a simple 

rectangle is not workable. Too much space in the 

middle that's not reachable.  So an island with 

step-ins was worked on.  C shapes, U shapes, E 

shapes were all experimented with. They all had 

possibilities and failures in design.  Finally, 

when the beltline crossing was reconfigured the 

track started to fall into position. 

What I have developed is a plan that covers the 

interests of all of our members. It will have 

fantastic vistas once the scenery department gets 

to work. Plenty of tunnels and bridges. The view 

as you enter from the Gift Shop will be 

BREATH TAKING.  We now have three main 

line tracks. The new layout will have four.  In 

addition there will be other train related 

operating areas. A passenger terminal with all of 

its support tracks and facilities will allow a 21 

car passenger train to originate and then travel 

the main to the belt and finally arrive at the other 

terminal on the Beltline near Chicago.  A steam 

engine facility, complete with turntable, 

roundhouse, and support structures will allow the 

steamers to be maintained and ready to roll.  

An industrial/commercial switching area on the 

aisle next to the beltline will have lots of track 

and industries for the Engineer, Conductor, and 

Brakeman of the peddler freights to keep busy. 

Pick-ups and deliveries of the train cars could 

make for an exciting afternoon of watching and 

helping. As an added bonus, many of these 

industries have pushbutton operation which 



would keep our young visiting engineers 

occupied. 

At the front of the layout is a logging railroad 

which winds its way up from the logging camp 

near the floor, around the densely forested hills 

and up the side of the sheer cliffs to the 

switchback;  Finally arriving at the lumber yard 

interchange with the Main line.  

As most of you know, we have a coal fired 

Power Plant on the belt line which powers our 

rail system. But it needs an endless supply of 

Coal, because we like to play with trains. 

Luckily, there is a coal mine on the new layout. 

You will be able to watch from the Diner while 

enjoying your beverage of choice as the crew of 

the coal train backs their empty gondolas into the 

mining facility and then emerge with a fresh load 

of coal to keep the system running. 

But you want some more details.  The new 

layout has four mainlines for continuous 

running.  There are strategic reverse loops, and 

ramps for connecting the levels. Yes, there are 

two levels. The lower level, which is the same as 

the existing belt line, and the upper level, which 

will be about 5 inches higher than the current 

layout.  You will find the turnout farm on the 

central aisle. With the appropriate throws of 

turnouts, the layout becomes a single track 

mainline traversing both levels, with plenty of 

sidings and passing tracks to allow opposing 

traffic to continue in the operation of the 

Railroad. 

Now some statistics.  We are using Ross Track 

and turnouts. The turnouts are controllably by 

the TMCC hand controllers.  There will be about 

1000 feet of track. That’s about 6 1/4 scale miles 

of track. About 175 ft.  on each main line. The 

layout is being designed and built to operate 

under Lionel TMCC/Legacy and MTH DCS 

systems. The layout will also allow conventional 

control.  

By the time you are reading this, some of the 

plywood is being cut. Stop by the Club to see 

and discuss the progress. Help is always 

appreciated. Kibitzers are tolerated.  

SWAV KOJRO, Right Of Way Engineer 

 

 

Classified Ads 

This space will be used to advertise items for 

sale by the Club or by members. 

Club owned items may be purchased by seeing 

Bob Ciolino at the clubhouse or contacting him 

via phone at 708-828-2041 or e-mail at 

robertciolino@att.net. 

For member owned items, the seller must 

provide contact information. Member listings are 

restricted to two specific items, or a general 

listing identifying the type(s) of items for sale. 

Listings will continue to appear in the newsletter 

for two consecutive months, or until sold, 

whichever is the shorter time. Member listings 

shall be submitted to Curt Ward either via e-mail 

at cward508@msn.com or via snail mail at 1211 

Prairie Creek Trail Joliet IL 60431 

Members may have up to two (2) listings 

appearing in the newsletter. 

Club Owned Items 

In preparation for building the new layout, 

various club owned are being sold. For those 

items being auctioned off, bids must be in $5.00 

increments. Items are to be picked-up at the 

clubhouse. If shipping is involved the buyer will 

be charged the actual shipping amount. 

 

1. Ceramic Buildings 

There are 21 buildings on the layout 

along the North side of the layout. These 

21 items will be sold as a single lot to the 

highest bidder. We currently have a bid 

of $420.00 ($20 per building.) 

2. Layout Modules 

There are 21 modules in the layout that 

are for sale. Standard modules are those 

having only track on them. There are 

some special modules that also contain 

turnouts. Standard modules are priced at 

mailto:robertciolino@att.net
mailto:cward508@msn.com


$25.00. Special modules are priced 

individually depending on the number of 

turnouts on the module. Only the bench 

work and track is being sold. The 

Plexiglas guards are not included. 

 

 

 

3. Large Mountain 

The large mountain on the Southwest 

corner of the layout along with its 

shipping crate is being sold to the highest 

bidder. We currently have a bid of $50.00 

for this item 

 

4. MTH Passenger station and 6 

Passenger platforms. 

These items are being sold as a single lot 

to the highest bidder. We currently have a 

bid of $50.00 for this lot. 

 

5. FasTrack 

A small quantity of track and some 

turnouts are available now. A larger 

quantity will be available for purchase 

and removal in April of 2016. A list of 

the track and the prices is posted at the 

clubhouse. 

Additional items that will not be reused on the 

new layout will be available for sale. As these 

items are inventoried, a list will be made 

available to our members. 

If you are interested in purchasing any of the 

items in this list, contact Al Havlicek at the 

clubhouse or via phone at 630-852-6038 or       

e-mail at havli_lisle@sbcglobal.net. 

 

Do you have something you want 

included in the newsletter? 

Club member Curt Ward will be creating and 

distributing the newsletters. If you have material 

for the newsletter, you can send it to Curt via e-

mail at cward508@msn.com. To help Curt 

please use MS Word to create the information 

and format it into a two column page. 

 

 

 

Coming Down the Tracks 

Important upcoming events:  

February 20, 2016 – Open House 

February 13, 2016 - Railroading Merit Badge 

Training 

March 21, 2016 – Open House 

April 18, 2016 – Open House 
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