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Annual Membership Meeting 

The annual membership meeting will be held on 

Saturday, May 12
th

 at 10:00 a.m. in the 

clubhouse. A short recap of the clubs finances 

will be presented by club treasurer, Bob Ciolino. 

The current status of the new layout will be 

covered along with its future plans. 

25
th

 anniversary plans for 2019 will also be 

discussed. 

The 25
th

 anniversary club car will also be shown 

and orders will be taken.   

This is your opportunity to see the changes that 

have been made along with information about 

future plans for your club.
 

Thanks to Al H. for the article 

 

April Open House  
 

Our April Open House was a busy day around 

the clubhouse. Thank you to everyone who 

helped with this important event. Our Open 

House program continues to remain strong.  Bob 

Ciolino told us that the ongoing layout 

improvements, promoting by word of mouth, the 

CLRC email reminders, Facebook promotions, 

and the signs on the streets, help fuel the 

attendance of our Open Houses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dave and Joe are ready for the visitors! 

 

 
 

Pete’s family enjoys the Thomas! 

 

Thanks to Herb K. for the pictures and the story 



.  

As part of the 2018 Convention the LCCA will 

be visiting the Chicagoland Lionel Railroad Club 

on July 25
th

. We are expecting 4 bus loads of 

train enthusiasts to visit throughout the day. As 

many as 320 visitors may enjoy the clubhouse 

that day. We will need as many of our CLRC 

members as possible to help throughout the day 

to facilitate a fantastic day for our guests. Help 

will be needed from 7:00 am until 5:00 pm. 

Please let Herb K. know if you can help out. 

Herb K. 708-577-3156 herbwkoch@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 
 

 

CLRC to host Boy Scout Railroading 

Merit Badge June 2
nd

  

It is time to begin planning for this year’s 

railroading merit badge. This outreach requires 

the time and efforts of many CLRC members. 

From setup on Friday night until cleanup at the 

end on Saturday, there is someplace every 

member can be a part of this great event. 

Contact Herb Koch and let him know that you 

can help.  

 

 

 
 

April Lionel Ambassador Program 

Update 
 

The Chicagoland Lionel Railroad Club had a 

strong April. The club submitted the required 

product video review, the statistics from the open 

house and the required information from the 

website. We again qualified for the maximum 

monthly points. 

As a special bonus, on Friday morning July 27
th

, 

the Lionel management team will be visiting the 

clubhouse. We will need members to run trains 

and make our club feel welcoming.   

Did you know that as a member you can help 

your club make us a Three-Peat winner and you 

don’t even have to be a technical expert to do so? 

All you need to do is visit our website at 

CLRCTrains.com or “like” us on Facebook at 

Chicagoland Lionel Railroad Club and ask 

your family and friends to do so as well. That’s 

it. Now wasn’t that easy?   

 

SMOKE FLUID 

The club does not provide smoke fluid for 

members use. We have a stock of smoke fluid 

that can be purchased for $6.00 (includes 

member discount) per bottle. It can be purchased 

from either Bob in the retail shop or Charlie in 

the backshop. 

TRAILER PARKING 

The trailer owned by the club is currently parked 

in front of the clubhouse. This will not be 

allowed in the winter. Does anyone have or 

know of parking space available for our use? If 

mailto:herbwkoch@gmail.com
http://www.clrctrains.com/


you do, please call Bob Ciolino at 708-828-

2041m. 

April Layout Update 

 
If you have not been to the clubhouse in the last 

month you have missed out on many changes. 

Many of our members have worked to improve 

the layout and the clubhouse.  

Lighting has been improved on the back stairs. 

Painting and new safety tread have been 

completed on both sets of stairs.  

Work continues around the main layout and on 

the beltline. Progress is being made on the 

mountain, the ghost town, and the area around 

the lumber mill. On the beltline, the area around 

Union Station and elevated track continues to 

evolve. Parking meters were recently installed in 

this area. Don’t forget to pay the meter or you 

are likely to get a parking ticket! The scenery on 

the beltline and the refinery are looking great. 

 

 
Bob and Tom added new lighting 

 

 
The refinery is looking great 

Thanks to Herb K. for the pictures 

 

CLRC 25
th

 Anniversary Car 
 

The sales of our CLRC 25
th

 anniversary car are 

making good progress.  As of now, over half of 

our allocation of 100 cars has been sold.  If you 

are thinking of ordering, now is the time to order 

before our allocation fills up.  It is anticipated the 

cars will be sold out by June. 

 

 
 

 
Go to our website www.clrctrains.com to order 

yours today!   

Thanks to Herb K for the article and the picture 

 

 

 

Night Running 

At the April 28
th

 Board Meeting the running of 

trains at night was approved. The clubhouse will 

be open on Wednesdays and Saturdays from 

5:00 p.m. to 10:00p.m. for the running of trains. 

This is intended to provide time for members 

who work or whose schedule does not allow 

them to attend during regular open hours. 

Longtime member Wally Sehnert will be in 

charge of these sessions. A set of rules has been 

developed and will be posted at the clubhouse. 

The clubhouse doors will be locked at 5:00p.m. 

Admission after that time will be through the 

Member door (#3). There is a doorbell that you 

can use to gain entry to the clubhouse. 

This has been approved on a trial basis until June 

30
th

. The schedule through that date is as 

follows: 

Wednesdays; 5/2; 5/9; 5/23; 5/30; 6/6; 6/20; 

6/27. 

Saturdays: 5/5; 5/19; 5/26; 6/2; /6/16; 6/23; 6/30. 

http://www.clrctrains.com/


If Wally is not available, the run night will be 

cancelled. An e-mail will be sent to all members 

having an e-mail address. If you do not have e-

mail, it is suggested that you call Wally to 

confirm that the club will be open. Wally’s 

phone number is 630-682-3581. Please call after 

12:00p.m. 

 

 

WRECK of the Month 
It’s been a long time since we have had a 

documented wreck on the layout. Mark Fears 

was kind enough to provide us with a crash on 

Saturday, April 14
th

. 

A long train Mark was moving from lower level 

track 99 to the upper level track 96 through the 

reverse loop curve above the lumber facility 

caved in due to the weight of the train. 

Several of the cars dropped down onto lower 

level track 99 and knocked out a trestle support 

and landed on top of the logging facilities 

equipment. 

There were 30 cars being pulled by 2 

locomotives at the front of the train. The accident 

would not have happened if one of the 

locomotives had been placed either in the middle 

of the train or at the rear of the train.  

After an extensive investigation the CLRCTSB 

(Chicagoland Lionel Railroad Club 

Transportation Safety Bureau) ruled the cause of 

the accident to be due to operator error. 

This should be a wake-up call to all engineers 

that you must watch your trains at all times, 

and when building a long consist you need to 

properly distribute the weight of the cars and 

place the locomotives throughout the train. 

 

 

 

Classified Ads 

This space will be used to advertise items for 

sale by the Club or by members. 

Club owned items may be purchased by seeing 

Bob Ciolino at the clubhouse or contacting him 

via phone at 708-828-2041 or e-mail at 

robertciolino@att.net.For member owned items, 

the seller must provide contact information. 

Member listings are restricted to two specific 

items, or a general listing identifying the type(s) 

of items for sale. Listings will continue to appear 

in the newsletter for two consecutive months, or 

until sold, whichever is the shorter time. Member 

listings shall be submitted to Curt Ward either 

via e-mail at cward508@msn.com or via snail 

mail at 1211 Prairie Creek Trail Joliet IL 60431 

Do you have something you want 

included in the newsletter? 

Club member Curt Ward will be creating and 

distributing the newsletters. If you have material 

for the newsletter, you can send it to Curt via e-

mail at cward508@msn.com. To help Curt 

please use MS Word to create the information 

and format it into a two column page. 

 

Coming Down the Tracks 

Important upcoming events:  

May 12
th

 – Member Meeting 

May 19
th

 – May Open House 

June 2
nd

 – Boy Scout Merit Badge Event 

July 25
th

 – LCCA Convention Event 

July 27
th

 – Lionel visit to Clubhouse 

mailto:robertciolino@att.net
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