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Chicagoland Lionel Railroad Club 

February Open House 

February 20 brought in some warm temperatures 

and many CLRC fans.  It is always enjoyable to 

see both young and old be amazed at the working 

of trains on our three layouts.   

 

Carter, Jacob, Joe Filippo watch a big NYC 

 

CLRC member Ron Foster instructs Jack Quas 

as his parents Kathryn and Eric look on 

 

 

 

 

 

Aubrey, Grant, and Christina Welsh with 

Grandfather Dan Zorri watch the Thomas the 

Tank and his friend’s on the upstairs layout 

 

Helen, Bob, Kayla, Mya, Joey, Rompala-Englert 

see many trains go by 

Thanks to Herb K for write up and picture 

. 

 



Railroading Merit Badge Counselor 

Training 

On February 13, 2016, many of our club 

members went to the Arrowhead District Merit 

Badge Counselor Training with all of us 

preparing for the Railroading Merit Badge event 

May 14, 2016. 

We were advised of the rules required of us in 

reviewing a merit badge with the Scout. 

1. They must have a “blue” merit badge 

registration card filled out by the 

Scoutmaster. 

2. As a merit badge counselor, your mission 

is to join fun with learning. You are both 

a teacher and mentor as the Scout works 

on a merit badge and learns by doing. 

Your hands-on involvement could inspire 

a Scout to develop a lifelong hobby, 

pursue a particular career, or become an 

independent, self-supporting adult.  

3. One can embellish the merit badge with 

interesting information, however, only be 

tested for what is required. 

4. As each requirement is completed, you 

will test the Scout individually, with his 

buddy present. Update the blue card as 

the Scout completes each requirement. 

When the young man has completed all 

the requirements, you sign off on the card 

and the Scout returns the completed card 

to his unit leader. 

 

Members front and center for the Merit Badge 

Counselor Training 

 

 

Bill Egan, Arrowhead District Chairman with his 

wife Rita and CLRC Members  

Thanks to Herb Koch for the write up and 

pictures 

 

 

 

Treasurer's Update 

Thing are moving along nicely even though our 

February Open House was less than we had 

hoped,  but thanks to the birthday crew, we made 

up some of the shortage with a very successful 

party.  Thank you to all the members who stayed 

and helped with the party especially the kitchen 

staff. Great Job!  

The March 5th Directors meeting will be 

discussing and passing our new budget for fiscal 

2016-2017.  Everything is in place and looks 

good so it should be tracks ahead with the new 

layout barring any major unforeseeable events.  

We will be having a membership meeting the 

second Saturday of April and we will touch on 

the budget but mostly we will discuss the 



logistics and Gantt chart for construction of 

phase 1 on the new permanent layout.  We will 

also discuss marketing of our club to the public.  

We can talk about what is happening now and 

what we can do better and also entertain any new 

ideas.  So put on your thinking cap and bring all 

those ideas, observations and more to the 

meeting.  If you feel the need to talk to me ahead 

of time please feel free to call me at 708-828-

2041.   

Watch the newsletter for exact date and time of 

meeting.  

Respectfully, Your Treasurer  

Bob Ciolino  

 

 

 

Boy Scout Railroading Merit Badge 

 

The CLRC will be hosting a Boy Scout 

Railroading Merit Badge Clinic on Saturday 

May14th. Please contact Herb Koch if you are 

able to help with the clinic. We will need help 

setting up the tents before the event, help during 

the day, and helping cleaning up after the day is 

complete.  

Plan to help out with this great event that 

benefits both the Scouts and our club! 

 

 

 

 

 

CLRC is a Lionel Ambassador 

 

We continue to be a strong contender with 

Lionel’s Ambassador Program.  Each month we 

submit various product reviews, both written and 

video.  Please contact Herb K. if you would like 

to make a Video. We also need written product 

reviews.  Herb will review them all and edit 

them to CLRC standards.  Please take a look at 

our videos and written product reviews at our 

website at www.clrctrains.com 

 

 

 

Now You Know 

They call us THREE RAILERS.  But why do we 

use three rails?  

The real stuff runs on 2 rails, which works just 

fine for steam or diesel.  There's the clue.  As 

soon as you add electric trains, like the elevated 

or South Shore line, you need a separation for 

the power rail or overhead wire.  But wait you 

say. The HO guys run electric trains and they do 

just fine on 2 rails. So do the Scale O guys.  So it 

sounds like that isn't the reason. You are correct.  

Let's go back to the beginnings of toy trains. The 

first "models" were push toys. Didn't even use 

tracks. As the industry developed, spring 

powered models were developed. Now you 

needed tracks to keep the trains running where 

http://www.clrctrains.com/


you wanted them to.  Soon electric motors were 

strong and small enough to use in the big 

models. Yes, they were big then. Roughly the 

size of our G GAUGE trains.    

Power for electric trains comes in 2 varieties, AC 

and DC.  The only real difference is in how you 

make the train reverse.  For DC you simply 

reverse the polarity (switch the wires) while for 

AC you have a more complicated way of 

switching the wires, ( E unit ).  So that's still not 

the answer.  

Ignoring the electrical construction problems of 

insulating or isolating the wheels, axels, and 

frame,   we come to the problem of supplying the 

power to the model.  On the basic model train, 

the power comes through the rail to the wheel 

and to the motor. From the motor it passes 

through a wheel to the other rail and back to the 

power source. So it works fine, what's the 

problem?  

The average train set comes with a circle of 

track. Plug them together, hook the two wires, 

put the train on, and have FUN.  That's good for 

a couple of weeks, but you want some more 

excitement. So you get some more track, a few 

turnouts, maybe a crossing, and before you know 

it , you have an EMPIRE.  Put on the train, and 

something starts smoking. And it's not the smoke 

unit because they haven't been invented yet.  

WHAT HAPPENNED?  Simply put, you shorted 

out the power when you added a reverse loop. 

The power in the left rail no shorts directly to the 

right rail through the reverse loop.  An easy 

enough problem to fix. You simply have to add 

insulating connectors to the right places in the 

rail, and a few power switches. Those who do 

this know them as DPDT switches. And now as 

you're running the train around, you have to keep 

track of which direction the switches are for the 

section your train is passing into. But this only 

works for DC power. This wasn’t so bad when 

you were building a permanent layout, but was a 

real pain for the smaller, set it on the floor for a 

few days layout. Kids had the hardest time with 

it if they didn’t catch on to electrical theory.  

The Engineers at Marklin, a big German 

company that made trains before Lionel was 

making them had figured the answer.  The good 

part is that it works for DC AND AC. They put a 

rail in the middle. Now, regardless of how 

complex the layout, the middle rail connects only 

with the middle rail, and the outer rails only 

connect with the outer rails. No insulating pins 

needed.  A person can now build a layout as 

complex as he wants and rearrange it at will 

without concern about the wiring.  

Reversing a DC powered train is still simple, just 

reverse the connections. You only need ONE 

DPDT switch to handle the whole layout..  For 

the AC guys, it’s still a problem. You still use a 

DPDT switch but it’s in a different location. It’s 

actually on or in the locomotive. It’s used to 

actually change the wiring in the motor. Lionel 

knows it as an "E UNIT". Lower cost locos have 

a sliding lever to do the job.  

So just to sum up, the third rail is there to make 

it easier to build complex layouts, and has 

nothing to do with AC or DC power.  

SWAV- CLRC Right of Way Supervisor  

 

CLRC begins taking down the modular 

layout 

The new layout begins with the teardown of the 

modular layout.  The modular layout was what 

brought us together.  Four corners were made for 

the club by individual members.  We then asked 

every member to build a four foot, three track 

module sections.  They were designed to couple 

together so when everybody’s section was 

assembled, we had a mighty fine layout.  This 

was the layout that we put into our building so 

we could start running trains. 

Now time has evolved since 2004 when we 

purchased our building.  In 2016, it is time to 

tear down the modular layout and begin with the 

new layout. 



 

 

Al Havlicek, John Billone, Pete Partenach, and 

Swav Kojro scope out the initial demolition. 

 

Wires are cut. 

 

The first section of the modular layout is 

removed 

This was the initial removal of any module 

section.  The balance of the modular train layout 

will be around until the last Open House.  After 

that, full module destruction begins. 

Thanks to Herb K. for the write up and pictures 

 

 

 

Classified Ads 

This space will be used to advertise items for 

sale by the Club or by members. 

Club owned items may be purchased by seeing 

Bob Ciolino at the clubhouse or contacting him 

via phone at 708-828-2041 or e-mail at 

robertciolino@att.net. 

For member owned items, the seller must 

provide contact information. Member listings are 

restricted to two specific items, or a general 

listing identifying the type(s) of items for sale. 

Listings will continue to appear in the newsletter 

for two consecutive months, or until sold, 

whichever is the shorter time. Member listings 

shall be submitted to Curt Ward either via e-mail 

at cward508@msn.com or via snail mail at 1211 

Prairie Creek Trail Joliet IL 60431 

 

Do you have something you want 

included in the newsletter? 

Club member Curt Ward will be creating and 

distributing the newsletters. If you have material 

for the newsletter, you can send it to Curt via e-

mail at cward508@msn.com. To help Curt 

please use MS Word to create the information 

and format it into a two column page. 

 

 

mailto:robertciolino@att.net
mailto:cward508@msn.com


 

Coming Down the Tracks 

Important upcoming events:  

March 21, 2016 – Open House 

April 18, 2016 – Open House 

May 14, 2016 – Boy Scout Merit Badge 


