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September Open House Event is a very 

busy Success!  

 

The first open house of the 2017 / 2018 Open 

House season for the Chicagoland Lionel 

Railroad Club was a smashing success. The 

crowd was steady and strong especially in the 

morning. Below are the pictures that capture 

what the crowd looked like all day at floor level 

and in our mezzanine. 

Even though it was a sunny day and unusually 

warm for September with temperatures in the 

mid 80’s, our CLRC train lovers and followers 

wanted to see the improvements the club had 

made during the summer months. They weren’t 

disappointed.  The first thing they saw as they 

walked in was the huge mountain. 

Thank you Steve Gushko our CLRC mountain 

man designer, artist, and sculpture along with all 

his helpers. You gentlemen did an awesome job. 

We would be remiss if we didn’t include a shout 

out to Kevin Barry for his hand made forest 

ranger and tower station to go along with our 

Royal Observatory. Smoky the Bear would be 

proud Kevin.  

 People were also complimentary of the 

additional buttons for the kids to press that 

activated accessories the club has added to the 

main layout thanks to Bill Herrndobler. 

Our Thomas the Train and Friends followers also 

loved the addition of the “Flying Swings” added 

to our mezzanine layout. A special shout out 

goes to Curt Ward for once again bringing his 

Thomas and Friends trains but more importantly 

sharing and showing the kids how the remotes 

work. Curt made a lot of new best friends that 

day. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 

We look forward to seeing everyone at our next 

Open House which is 10/21/2017. I hear the 

Peanut’s Halloween train will be running that 

day.    

Thanks to Joe Smolinski for the story and 

pictures 

Summer Construction Projects add 

Significant Interest to Layout  
September wrapped up the Chicagoland Lionel 

Railroad Club summer building program.  The 

track was fine-tuned so many of the “bumps” 

were taken out. Accessories were added and 

imbedded into the layout with scenery.  A water 

tower, to house our video projector, was 

completed.  Work on the elevated line extended 

the track into Lemont, IL.  The mountain was 

built with great scenery.  The trouble shooting of 

the wiring continued. The software on the 

Legacy base station continued to be updated 

during the construction. Trains were run to test 

the track. Progress was made on many more 

projects. Thank you to everyone who helped to 

make this project a success. Your reward will be 

in the many positive comments made by our 

members and our visitors.  

 

 
 

Bill adds scenery to the accessory valley 

 

 

 
 

John clears area to trouble shoot track wiring 



 

 

 
 

 

Michael backs up the Legacy Base 

 

 

 
  

 

Steve puts finishing touches on BIG Mountain 

 

Thanks to Herb K. for the story and pictures 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Classified Ads 

 
Pre-owned fast track and switches for 

sale 

The club has acquired a quantity of fast track 

and fast track switches recently at a great 

savings.  All of it will be on display by October 

4th at the club house.   There is an assortment 

so please come and choose what you would 

like.  The track must be paid for at time of 

purchase. 

The price will be approximately 33% of 

retail price.   

 (i.e.:  if it cost $90.00 retail, your cost 

would be $30.00) 

The track is in excellent condition so please don't 

miss this opportunity, if you need fast track for 

your layout.  

  It will be sold first come, first serve.  It also must 

be picked up at the clubhouse. 

For details call or see Bob Ciolino at the club on 

Monday or Wednesday.   

Bob Ciolino 

CLRC  

Treasurer 

815-485-2588 

 



 

This space will be used to advertise items for 

sale by the Club or by members. 

Club owned items may be purchased by seeing 

Bob Ciolino at the clubhouse or contacting him 

via phone at 708-828-2041 or e-mail at 

robertciolino@att.net. 

For member owned items, the seller must 

provide contact information. Member listings are 

restricted to two specific items, or a general 

listing identifying the type(s) of items for sale. 

Listings will continue to appear in the newsletter 

for two consecutive months, or until sold, 

whichever is the shorter time. Member listings 

shall be submitted to Curt Ward either via e-mail 

at cward508@msn.com or via snail mail at 1211 

Prairie Creek Trail Joliet IL 60431 

 

 

Do you have something you want 

included in the newsletter? 

Club member Curt Ward will be creating and 

distributing the newsletters. If you have material 

for the newsletter, you can send it to Curt via e-

mail at cward508@msn.com. To help Curt 

please use MS Word to create the information 

and format it into a two column page. 

 

 

 

Coming Down the Tracks 

Important upcoming events:  

October 21
st
 – Open House 

November 18
th

 – Open House 
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