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Party Update!!! 

Remember, the annual club holiday party will be 

held on FEBRUARY 11, 2017.  

How much is this “Shindig” going to cost? The 

price of admission is your membership card. 

This gets you a hot beef sandwich some chicken, 

a side and a beverage all paid for by the club. 

We do ask that you bring some finger food, 

snacks or a dessert to go along with the main 

courses. 

Alcoholic beverages will not be 

provided by the Club, but you may 

BYOB. 

When does it start? Festivities begin at 3:00 P.M. 

with food service at 4:00 P.M. 

We will also be auctioning off the equipment 

donated by Bill Campbell. The items will be on 

display for your viewing. We anticipate that the 

auction will start at about 6:00 p.m.  

Don’t forget to RSVP by February 4
th

 with Al 

Havlicek by replying to this e-mail or calling 

630-852-6038 so we have a count to use for the 

food ordering. When replying, please indicate 

the number of people that will be attending. 

Come on out and enjoy an evening of 

socializing with your fellow club members. 

 

 

 

 

 

Train Wreck Mars January Chicagoland 

Lionel Railroad Club Open House 
 

(Note – No humans or real trains were involved. 

We’re just having a bit of fun although this 

really happened.) 

Reporter, Photography, and Eye Witness – Casey 

Joenes  

 

At 12:27 PM on Saturday 01/21/2017 at the 

Chicagoland Lionel Railroad Clubs monthly 

Open House, a steam locomotive rammed into a 

BNSF (Burlington Northern Santa Fe) train that 

was heading southbound. Somehow the steam 

locomotive was on the same track as the BNSF. 

The road name of the steam locomotive is being 

held at this time pending the investigation. The 

Regional CLRC National Transportation and 

Safety Board met on Sunday, 01/22/2017, to 

determine what happened. However, at this time 

is it unclear if it was a mechanical malfunction or 

engineer error. The RCLRC NTSB plans to 

publish their findings at the end of the month.  

One thing is for sure is that the Regional CLRC 

NTSB will want to interview Casey Joenes 

(CLRC Member, reporter, and photographer) 

who witnessed this accident from the mezzanine 

at the CLRC Clubhouse.  

 

From his eye in the sky, Casey Joenes said he 

yelled that the two trains were on the same track 

but there was too much noise for the engineers to 

hear and not enough time to take corrective 

action. Per Casey Joenes what he saw was 

horrific. He saw the steam locomotive slam into 

the rear of the BNSF. At the point of impact 

Casey saw the last five cars of the BNSF fall 

unto the ground. Yardmaster Dave retrieved the 

 



cars. One of the tanker cars was severely 

damaged as the truck assembly (the wheels) were 

no longer attached to the frame. Fortunately the 

tanker was empty and there was no explosion. 

Below are a series of pictures of the scene.   

 

 

 
 

Despite the wreck, it was a beautiful day outside 

with temperatures in the low 60s that brought 

many visitors to the Clubhouse. If anyone had 

cabin fever when they walked in, they were 

cured when they left.  

 Below are pictures of some of our patrons that 

attended the open house.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Bob, with Grand Children Kayla, Mya, and Joey 

 

 
 

The DeJong Family 

 
Once again, the CLRC Members went all out to 

make the visitors welcome. It was the last chance 

to see the clubhouse still decorated for 

Christmas. Many of the visitors were thankful 

that the club left the decorations up for an 

additional month as they couldn’t make to the 

December Open Houses.  

 

Thanks to Joe Smolinski for the information and 

the pictures 

 

 

 

 

 



CLRC 2017Elections 

 
  Incumbent Officers and Directors 

Deemed Re-Elected by Board 

Resolution 
No member having submitted his name as a 

candidate to run against the incumbent officers 

and directors by the January 16, 2017 deadline, 

pursuant to the Club's election rules the Board of 

Directors adopted a resolution declaring the 

election of the incumbents to a new four year 

term.  Re-elected are: Herb Koch, president; Bob 

Ciolino, treasurer; and Al Havlicek, Ed Zeglicz, 

and Swav Kojro, directors. 
 

Thanks to Edward Carter for the information 

 

New Year Arrives at the CLRC 

 

 

Many members gathered today on New Year's 

Eve and enjoyed each other’s company while 

running trains at the CLRC Train House.  What a 

great way to end 2016. 

 

We wish all of you a very happy New Year and 

looking forward to 2017 together with CLRC 

friends. 

Thanks, 

Herb 

 

 

 

CLRC to host Boy Scout Railroading 

Merit Badge June 3
rd

 

It is time to begin planning for this year’s 

railroading merit badge. This outreach requires 

the time and efforts of many CLRC members. 

From setup on Friday night until cleanup at the 

end on Saturday, there is someplace every 

member can be a part of this great event. 

Contact Herb Koch and let him know that you 

can help.  

LOCKERS FOR RENT 

Two large lockers on the mezzanine are available 

for rent starting January 1, 2017. 

A full locker rents for $75.00 per month. One-

half of a locker may be rented for $37.50 per 

month. 

If interested contact Al Havlicek via e-mail at 

havli_lisle@sbcglobal.net, or phone at 630-852-

6038 or see Al at the clubhouse. 

 

 

 

Lionel Ambassador Program 

The 2016/2017 Ambassador program is in full 

swing. We continue to receive the maximum 

points for our monthly submissions. Our goal is 

to be Lionel’s top Ambassador again this year. In 

order to reach this goal we need the support of 

the entire membership. You can help by 

participating in the monthly open house events, 

submitting written product reviews, participating 

in video reviews, or submitting information for 

the monthly newsletter. Check out some of the 

recent videos at this link. 

mailto:havli_lisle@sbcglobal.net


http://www.clrctrains.com/clrc-members-video-

product-reviews 

Check out some of the recent written articles at 

this link. http://www.clrctrains.com/clrc-

members-written-product-reviews 

Please contact Herb Koch if you would like to 

help.  

 

 

 

 

Classified Ads 

This space will be used to advertise items for 

sale by the Club or by members. 

Club owned items may be purchased by seeing 

Bob Ciolino at the clubhouse or contacting him 

via phone at 708-828-2041 or e-mail at 

robertciolino@att.net. 

For member owned items, the seller must 

provide contact information. Member listings are 

restricted to two specific items, or a general 

listing identifying the type(s) of items for sale. 

Listings will continue to appear in the newsletter 

for two consecutive months, or until sold, 

whichever is the shorter time. Member listings 

shall be submitted to Curt Ward either via e-mail 

at cward508@msn.com or via snail mail at 1211 

Prairie Creek Trail Joliet IL 60431 

Do you have something you want 

included in the newsletter? 

Club member Curt Ward will be creating and 

distributing the newsletters. If you have material 

for the newsletter, you can send it to Curt via e-

mail at cward508@msn.com. To help Curt 

please use MS Word to create the information 

and format it into a two column page. 

 

Coming Down the Tracks 

Important upcoming events:  

February 11
th

 – Club Holiday Party 

February 18
th

 – Open House 
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