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Chicagoland Lionel Railroad Club 

Annual Membership  Meeting 

Saturday April 2nd 

All Chicagoland Lionel Railroad Club members 

are encouraged to attend the annual membership 

meeting that will be held on Saturday April 2
nd

 at 

10:00 AM. The meeting will be held in the 

clubhouse. There will be reports on the club 

finances, membership and the new layout, plus 

much more.   

 

March Open House is a big hit with 

Visitors 

Our regulars were in today, Saturday March 19
th

,  

to view the Chicagoland Lionel Railroad facility.  

Trains were running, accessories were activated, 

and all were enjoying “CLRC Training”.   

One of our main Open House features is the 

temporary Dioramas that are set up by our 

members.  Jerry Girard set up a favorite from 

his past.  It is Lincoln Log structures with his 

General Train traveling in the prairie.  Jerry set 

up his scene in February, after our Christmas 

decorations came down.  He mentioned that not 

only does it bring back many memories, but he 

also enjoys seeing how our guests and fellow 

members enjoy viewing some of his history. 

 

 

 

 

 

Jerry Girard sets up his Diorama 

 

Pure enjoyment 

 



 

Jason and Caiden Velman watch the long trains 

 

Brett and Colin Feckler enjoy the Sodor Layout 

 

Nick III, Nick V, and Joey Disandro 

Thanks to Herb for the write up and pictures 

 

 

Chicagoland Lionel Railroad Club 

Back Shop; A special look at one of the 

Club’s Hidden Gems 
 

We have a special area that many times is behind 

closed doors.  It is not that it is secret, it is just 

special.  Like the North Pole workshop where 

magic is made.   

 

Lyle Eimen is a charter member of our club and 

has been a Director most of that time.  He is also 

the Backshop foreman.  He has an electronics 

background and services copiers for Ricoh USA.  

Lyle participated in the week-long Lionel 

certification program and is Lionel Certified for 

all Lionel trains.  He collects and operates 

postwar Lionel.  Much of his collection is 

displayed right outside of the Backshop door.   

 
 

Rich Jusack is a retired Sears repairman where 

he worked on appliances, including mechanical 

and digital controls.  He just loves anything post 

war and older.  He specializes in bringing back 

childhood memories by restoring, (yes more than 

just repairing) engines and trains brought in by 

someone remembering their youth.   

 

 



 
 

Charlie McCarthy joined the club and 

immediately became a favorite member and 

friend.  He comes from AT&T where he installed 

digital communication systems.  Charlie mostly 

enjoys the Lionel digital trains, especially ones 

that are colorful.  It is this background that gives 

him the desire to work on the digital 

locomotives.  Charlie went with Lyle to the 

Lionel certification program and is Lionel 

Certified for all Lionel trains. 

 

 
 

George Stangel is a retired high school 

industrial arts teacher.  He used his considerable 

skills to remodel the washrooms assisted by a 

former student, Ed Zeglicz. He joined the 

Backshop to service Lionel equipment, 

specializing in the post-war era.  George also has 

the toughest job.  He does the Backshop 

bookkeeping and accounting. 

 

 
 

David Lerner is one of our Directors and the 

newest member of our Backshop.  Dave has a 

special love for Lionel’s post-war trains. He 

enjoys running his post-war engines. It is with 

this spirit to keep Post War trains original that 

Dave brings his expertice to the Back Shop. 

 

 
 

What a great place to bring all your Lionel repair 

needs. 

 

Thanks to Herb for this feature article 

 

President’s Update 
 

CLRC substantiates that we have the 

funds for the new layout. 
 

The Board approved the budget for March 2016 

through February 2017.  The key area was to 

verify that the funds were there to go ahead with 

the Main Floor Layout that Swav Kojro, Al 

Havlicek, and John Billone have been 

spearheading for the club.  Many thanks to all 

who have provided input to the design and 

development of the layout.  By the way Mark 



Fears has already taken plans from Al and 

started to precut the ¾” plywood to various curve 

and straight sections of the layout. 

 

We also reviewed the necessary funds needed for 

our special picnic with the Illinois Live 

Steamers.  More details as available. 

 

 

 

 

 

Treasurer's Update 

 

Tracks ahead!   
Track is ordered as is the Homesote and several 

other items necessary to begin the Phase II of the 

new permanent layout.  The board has allocated 

the necessary funds to see us through stage 1 

starting after the April Open House.   

On April 2, 2016 Saturday 10:00 AM at the Club 

House  we will be having a 

membership/financial/layout meeting so please 

make sure this is on you to attend list.   

I look forward to seeing  you all at the meeting.   

 

Respectfully, Your Treasurer  

Bob Ciolino  

 

 

 

Boy Scout Railroading Merit Badge 

 

The CLRC will be hosting a Boy Scout 

Railroading Merit Badge Clinic on Saturday 

May14th. Please contact Herb Koch if you are 

able to help with the clinic. We will need help 

setting up the tents before the event, help during 

the day, and helping cleaning up after the day is 

complete.  

Plan to help out with this great event that 

benefits both the Scouts and our club! Contact 

Herb at 708-577-3156 to let him know you can 

help. 

 

 

CLRC is a Lionel Ambassador 

 

We continue to be a strong contender with 

Lionel’s Ambassador Program.  Each month we 

submit various product reviews, both written and 

video.  Please contact Herb K. if you would like 

to make a Video. We also need written product 

reviews.  Herb will review them all and edit 

them to CLRC standards.  Please take a look at 

our videos and written product reviews at our 

website at www.clrctrains.com 

 

http://www.clrctrains.com/


Last chance 

Our last open house prior to starting work on the 

new layout will be on April 16
th

. That will be the 

last time members will be able to run trains on 

the current layout. The existing main layout has 

served our members well for the last 20+ years. 

So if you would like to take one last run on your 

old layout, plan on doing so on or before April 

16
th

. 

FasTrack Switch Upgrade 

If you own remote controlled FasTrack switches, 

they can be upgraded to the command control 

version of the switch. Making this upgrade 

means that you can control the switch by 

assigning a command ID to the switch and using 

the “SW” key on your Cab1 controller from any 

place on your layout. This means that you will 

no longer need to use the switch lever controller 

that came with the switch and if you haven’t 

already installed the switch you won’t need to 

extend the wire between the switch and the 

controller. 

The kit to modify the switches if available from 

the Electric Railroad Company at a cost of 

$29.95. Reports from people who have made the 

modification indicate that the process takes about 

20 minutes. The following link will take you to 

their web site: 

          www.electricrr.com 

The product you are looking for is the “Switch 

Commander”. For detailed information about 

this modification you can view the installation 

manual at their web site. 

Permanent Layout 

A detailed presentation on the current status of 

the planning and a timeline for the removal of 

the old layout and the construction of the new 

layout will be made at the Members Meeting on 

April 2
nd

. 

 

 

 

 

 

Classified Ads 

Club Owned Items 

 

In preparation for building the new layout, 

various club owned are being sold. For those 

items being auctioned off, bids must be in $5.00 

increments. Items are to be picked-up at the 

clubhouse. If shipping is involved the buyer will 

be charged the actual shipping amount. 

 

1. Ceramic Buildings 

There are 21 buildings on the layout 

along the North side of the layout. These 

21 items will be sold as a single lot to the 

highest bidder. We currently have a bid 

of $420.00 ($20 per building.) 

2. Layout Modules 

There are 15 modules in the layout that 

are still for sale. Standard modules are 

those having only track on them. There 

are some special modules that also 

contain turnouts. Standard modules are 

priced at $25.00. Special modules are 

priced individually depending on the 

number of turnouts on the module. The 

Plexiglas guards are included. 

 

3.   Large Mountain 

The large mountain on the Southwest 

corner of the layout along with its 

shipping crate is being sold to the highest 

bidder. We currently have a bid of 

$105.00 for this item. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.electricrr.com/


4. MTH Passenger station and 6 

Passenger platforms. 

These items are being sold as a single lot 

to the highest bidder. We currently have a 

bid of $50.00 for this lot. 

 

5. FasTrack 

A small quantity of track and some 

turnouts are available now. A larger 

quantity will be available for purchase 

after April 18, 2016. A list of the track 

and the prices will be posted at the 

clubhouse. 

 

      6.  Lionel Hobby Shop 

The operating Lionel Hobby Shop is 

available for purchase. We currently have 

a bid of $50.00. 

Additional items that will not be reused on the 

new layout will be available for sale. As these 

items are inventoried, a list will be made 

available to our members. 

If you are interested in purchasing any of the 

items in this list, contact Al Havlicek at the 

clubhouse or via phone at 630-852-6038 or       

e-mail at havli_lisle@sbcglobal.net. 

By placing a bid on an item, you are making a 

commitment to purchase the item. 

 

Classified Ads 

This space will be used to advertise items for 

sale by the Club or by members. 

Club owned items may be purchased by seeing 

Bob Ciolino at the clubhouse or contacting him 

via phone at 708-828-2041 or e-mail at 

robertciolino@att.net. 

For member owned items, the seller must 

provide contact information. Member listings are 

restricted to two specific items, or a general 

listing identifying the type(s) of items for sale. 

Listings will continue to appear in the newsletter 

for two consecutive months, or until sold, 

whichever is the shorter time. Member listings 

shall be submitted to Curt Ward either via e-mail 

at cward508@msn.com or via snail mail at 1211 

Prairie Creek Trail Joliet IL 60431 

 

Do you have something you want 

included in the newsletter? 

Club member Curt Ward will be creating and 

distributing the newsletters. If you have material 

for the newsletter, you can send it to Curt via e-

mail at cward508@msn.com. To help Curt 

please use MS Word to create the information 

and format it into a two column page. 

 

 

 

Coming Down the Tracks 

Important upcoming events:  

April 2, 2016 – Annual Members Meeting 

April 16, 2016 – Open House 

May 14, 2016 – Boy Scout Merit Badge 

mailto:havli_lisle@sbcglobal.net
mailto:robertciolino@att.net
mailto:cward508@msn.com

