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Construction of the New Layout 

Continues 
 

They layout is coming out from the locker level 

over the lower level track previously installed.  

Many members are participating to get the layout 

completed on time.  The pictures continue to tell 

the story and show the progress. 

 
 

Swav Kojro and Jeff Mills came in and put on a 

skin on the layout, giving an idea what the layout 

could look like when the formal scenery is 

installed.  One is asked to use a 

little imagination, but the concept of mountains 

is brought into better view with the paper skin.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dave and Phil take a momment from wiring the 

logging track. 

 



 

 

John and Steve work to engineer the track height. 

Construction Continues of the new layout. Since 

the last newsletter our construction crew our 

crew, anchored by project foreman Al Havlicek 

and deisgn engineers Swav Kojro, John Billone 

and Steve Goshko, have put in many hours at 

the clubhouse. 

Work is continuing a rapid pace as the crew 

works toward having four loops of track 

operational by the September Open House Event. 

Al Havlicek reports that we continue to make 

progress on finishing up the upper level track. A 

significant issue right now is the placement of 

the ramp between the upper and lower levels. 

Steve has put in many hours redesigning the 

ramp so that it works. A main issue is track 

clearance as the ramp crosses over several tracks. 

The track power leads for tracks 1 & 2have been 

identified and terminated on terminal strips 

mounted on a small board. The board has been 

attached to the I-beam. To extend power to the 

tracks, a simple connection between the terminal 

strip and the power source is all that is needed. 

We have tested power to tracks 1 & 2 and the 

logging track. 

Work continues on the lower level coal mine 

track and upper level main line tracks. 

Thanks to Herb and Al for the text and Herb for 

the photos 

   

New Layout Work Schedule 

Until further notice, Mondays have been added 

as an additional work day for the layout. This in 

addition to work days already scheduled on 

Wednesdays and Saturdays. Because of work on 

changes to the beltline to accommodate the new 

layout, the running of trains on the beltline has 

been suspended until further notice. Trains can 

still be run on the small layout upstairs. If you 

have questions about the work schedule, contact 

Al Havlicek at havli_lisle@sbcglobal.net. 

 

Chicagoland Lionel Railroad Club 

Hosts Train Display at the Pullman 

National Monument 

 

Sunday, the National Park service opened the 

historic Pullman Clock Tower to the public for 

the first time since Pullman became a National 

Monument.   

The Chicagoland Lionel Railroad Club was 

asked to provide trains representing Pullman 

Lightweight and Heavyweight cars.  The Club 

stepped up and a twelve foot by eight foot (12' X 

8') layout was set up 
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Many visitors observed the layout including a 

retired Pullman Porter and a reenactor portraying 

George Pullman.  A good time was had by all.  A 

billboard proudly displayed our Club logo and 

business cards were taken by many people. 

Thank you to Kevin Barry for the text and the 

photos 

 

 

 

Lionel Ambassador Program 

Lionel announced July 1, 2016 that the 

Chicagoland Lionel Railroad Club is the top 

Ambassador for the first year 2015/2016 of the 

Ambassador Program.  We did it with the 

support of our membership.  It took our Open 

House Program, Members submitting product 

reviews of Lionel Products, members 

participating in Videos presenting Lionel 

products, and having a continuous Newsletter.   

In order that reach the same goal in 2017, we 

need to have an Open House or our monthly 

Newsletter also needs to be submitted. Please 

contact Herb Koch if you would like to 

participate in a Video and/or submit a written 

product review.  Herb will review them all and 

edit them to CLRC standards. Please take a look 

at our videos and written product reviews at our 

website at www.clrctrains.com to get an idea of 

our production product. 

Thanks to Herb K. for the article. 

 

A Trip to Lionel Headquarters 

Recently, I had a chance to tour Lionel 

headquarters in Concord, North Carolina. I want 

to offer my thanks to Herb Koch and Lionel 

Ambassador Club Coordinator, Lauren Morris 

for making this possible. Disney may claim to be 

the happiest place on the planet; however, after 

spending some time at Lionel, I believe I found a 

place that may rival that claim. My tour was led 

by the capable and knowable Roger Musser. 

I arrived at headquarters and entered through the 

retail store. For those of you who don’t already 

know, Lionel produces all the die-cast models 

for NASCAR. The store is full of trains and 

NASCAR. For someone like me who loves both, 

this place is heaven on earth. The store manager, 

who happened to be Roger Musser’s son, greeted 

me warmly and contacted his father so that my 

tour could begin.  

 

We began the tour in the main office area. I was 

privileged to meet people from the customer 

service call center, the graphic design 

department, the engineering staff, the dealer 

support group, and many more. Everyone made 

me feel welcome. The walls of this area are 

covered with Lionel products new and old. 

Throughout the area are layouts large and small 

that are used to test new and potential products. I 

had the opportunity to see a few of the HO gauge 

trains that Lionel is working on as they prepare 

http://www.clrctrains.com/


to reenter that market.  It was truly exciting to 

see what Lionel is doing to support our hobby. 

 

After leaving the office area, my tour took us to 

the warehousing area of the building. This area is 

full of both the train and die-cast products. It was 

amazing to see the pallets of incoming products 

as well as the outgoing pallets of products 

heading to the dealers and the online retail 

customers. The day I was in the warehouse, 

many of the Christmas items were being made 

ready to ship to the dealers. Christmas truly does 

begin in July. 

 

After leaving the warehouse area, we jumped in 

the car and drove across the street to the repair 

facility. As I walked into this area, I was greeted 

with a friendly “hey, I know you”. It was Dean 

Brasseur, the Senior Customer Service Manager. 

He recognized the club patch on my shirt. He 

quickly led me to his office where he has a club 

patch hanging on his wall next to a photograph 

that was taken when members of the club visited 

the facility when it was located in Ohio. Dean 

was kind enough to show me the entire repair 

facility. What a talented group. Did you know 

that after your locomotive is repaired, it is 

operated on a test track for three hours before it 

is returned? Dean said to tell everyone at the club 

Hello! 

After leaving the repair facility, we returned to 

the main offices and Roger took me to the Lionel 

archives. In this massive storage area, Lionel 

houses one of almost everything it has ever built. 

Additionally, when special items are built, 

production number 1 is also kept in this area. 

There are a few early items that are missing from 

the collection, but they are always on the lookout 

for these treasures. 

 

 

As we concluded the tour, we walked through 

the executive area, which was quiet. Most of 

these people were away at the LCCA Convention 

which was taking place in Kansas City at the 

time. However, it is safe to say that the future of 

our hobby is in great hands.  

The tour concluded in the retail shop where it 

began. Roger Musser was a great host and an 

excellent ambassador for Lionel. I want to thank 

him for the time he took to make me feel so 

welcome. After a few purchases from both the 

Lionel and NASCAR side of the retail shop I 

was on my way.  

What a great way to be able to spend part of an 

afternoon. If you find yourself in the Concord, 

North Carolina area make sure you make a stop 

at Lionel headquarters. You will be glad you 

took the time! 

Curt Ward 

 



 

 

Classified Ads 

 

This space will be used to advertise items for 

sale by the Club or by members. 

Club owned items may be purchased by seeing 

Bob Ciolino at the clubhouse or contacting him 

via phone at 708-828-2041 or e-mail at 

robertciolino@att.net. 

For member owned items, the seller must 

provide contact information. Member listings are 

restricted to two specific items, or a general 

listing identifying the type(s) of items for sale. 

Listings will continue to appear in the newsletter 

for two consecutive months, or until sold, 

whichever is the shorter time. Member listings 

shall be submitted to Curt Ward either via e-mail 

at cward508@msn.com or via snail mail at 1211 

Prairie Creek Trail Joliet IL 60431 

 

 

Do you have something you want 

included in the newsletter? 

Club member Curt Ward will be creating and 

distributing the newsletters. If you have material 

for the newsletter, you can send it to Curt via e-

mail at cward508@msn.com. To help Curt 

please use MS Word to create the information 

and format it into a two column page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coming Down the Tracks 

Important upcoming events:  

September 17, 2016 - Open House 

October 1, 2016 – Lionel Ambassador Visit 
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