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Over 200 Boy Scouts, Adult Leaders and Parents 

came to enjoy a great day for over 120 Boy 

Scouts to earn the Railroading Merit Badge.  We 

set up eight stations to reflect the requirements of 

the Railroading Merit Badge.  Mother Nature 

threw us a curve with the high temperatures in 

the mid-fifties (56°).  This is important as half of 

the merit badge is held outside.   

 

The Railroading Merit Badge covers Operation 

Lifesaver where Scouts are taught the rules of 

respecting trains and railroad property.  It also 

includes Railroading Signals, planning a trip 

planning a trip over 500 miles on Amtrak, 

understanding the different management and 

working positions and much more.  As with all 

Boy Scout activities, we start with the Pledge of 

Allegiance, the Scout Law and Oath. 

 

At registration, each Scout is issued an 

information bag which includes Amtrak 

schedules, the merit badge worksheet, 

promotional RR items, and the CLRC RRMB 

patch. The Scouts verify that they have the  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

authorization to participate by showing the 

Scoutmaster signed Merit Badge Blue Card and 

are assigned a “train” where they move from one 

station to another until they complete going over 

all of the requirements to earn the merit badge.  

The program presents each requirement to the 

scouts, reviews the requirement and then tests for 

the requirement.  The worksheet is signed off by 

the leaders (Conductors).  At the end, the Scout 

presents the worksheet to the Merit Badge 

Counselor to support the Blue Card interview.  If 

they were successful, the Blue Card is signed 

and the Boy Scout earns the Railroading Merit 

Badge.  Over 120 Boy Scouts earned the 

Railroading Merit Badge. 

Thanks to Herb for the story and Jerry Gerard for 

the photos. 

 

 

Opening Flag Ceromony 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Reviewing Railroad Jobs 

 

Operation Lifesaver 

 

Engineer Fred from Operation Lifesaver 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Merit Badge Counslors with Scouts 

 

CLRC Lunch 

 

Types of trains, the cars, and their use 

 

 



 

 

Construction of the New Layout Begins 

 

The roadbed for the “red” line 

 

The new lights have been installed 

Tremendous progress has been made on the new 

layout since the last newsletter. Our crew, 

anchored by project foreman Al Havlicek and 

deisgn engineers Swav Kojro, John Billone and 

Steve Goshko, have put in many hours at the 

clubhouse.  

 

 

The lockers have been moved to their new 

location and raised to their new height. Some 

new lockers were constructed on the east side of 

the layout. 

The new lighting system has been installed and 

raised to the proper height. At the same time, a 

new speaker was installed to improve the sound 

quality. It hangs from the ceiling in the center of 

the layout.  

The crew, with the assistance of many of the 

members, have worked to create the framework 

for the new layout. It is exciting to see the 

different levels beginning to take shape. 

Electrical genious, John Billone, lead a crew 

who installed the backbone of the new wiring on 

the framework before the cross supports were 

installed. This will greatly simplify the wiring 

later in the project.   

Most recently, the crew beagn to assemble the 

roadbed for the “red line” (if you have been 

following the design updates). Once it is 

determined that everything is correct, the 

sections of roadbed will be joined together and 

permanantly attached to the supports. 

Currently the project is moving forward at or 

ahead of schedule. 

If you are unable to make it to the clubhouse and 

help with the project, you can follow the 

progress online. A video of each work day, as 

well as many photos can be found on the club 

Facebook page and in varoius emails. 

Many thanks to the members who are leading 

this project and the members who are helping 

with the many and varied tasks. 

Photos from the club Facebook page 

 

 



 

 

CLRC is a Lionel Ambassador 

 

We continue to be a strong contender with 

Lionel’s Ambassador Program.  Each month we 

submit various product reviews, both written and 

video.  Please contact Herb K. if you would like 

to make a Video. We also need written product 

reviews.  Herb will review them all and edit 

them to CLRC standards.  Please take a look at 

our videos and written product reviews at our 

website at www.clrctrains.com 

 

 

Treasurer’s Update 

Financial News seems to always be two edged, 

for example the market is good unless this or 

that happens.  It is up unless it goes down.  

Seems like a lot of ambiguity but that's how 

Financial News is reported and so to that is the 

markets in general.  

 Turning to our club layout, the same applies.  

We are several thousand dollars over what we 

budgeted and I expect probably we will be even 

more in the future but we are very closely 

monitoring what we are spending so as to bring 

the new phase to a happy conclusion.  That's one 

side or edge of the News.  However, the other 

side is that our club is strong enough financially 

due to open houses, scouting merit badge 

program, a slight increase in Regular 

membership and all our other income sources to 

absorb the increase.  We are doing well.  The 

even better news is the end result we are seeing 

which is a high quality, fascinating new layout 

capable of running more trains than the old 

layout.  

Our new layout will be fully compatible with 

legacy, TMCC, Conventional "both pre and 

post war as well as modern" and DCS.  The 

only thing the trains on the new layout won't be 

able to do is DANCE.  However, given enough 

time, Swav may be able to figure out how to 

make that happen. 

In closing a big thanks goes to our foreman, Al 

Havlicek, and our design engineers, Swav 

Kojro, John Billone and Steve Goshko and all 

the members who have faithfully given of their 

time and expertise to breathe life into our new 

layout.   

Thanks to Bob Ciolino for the update 

 

New Layout Work Schedule 

Until further notice, Mondays have been added 

as an additional work day for the layout. This in 

addition to work days already scheduled on 

Wednesdays and Saturdays. Because of work on 

changes to the beltline to accommodate the new 

layout, the running of trains on the beltline has 

been suspended until further notice. Trains can 

still be run on the small layout upstairs. If you 

have questions about the work schedule, contact 

Al Havlicek at havli_lisle@sbcglobal.net. 
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Classified Ads 

 

Post War Lionel For Sale: 

Madison Hardware in Orland Park 

Steamers: Large and Small Hudson’s 1950-1965 

Berkshires: 

F3 FMS all magna traction on all engines 

GG-1 Solid Stripes 

GG-1 5 Stripes 

Tuscan Green 2330-2340-2360 

2 full sets of 6464 Box cars 

Passenger Sets: 

Congressional, Presidential, Ribbed – No Rib 

ZWs, Zs, KWs 

All of the freight cars 

All of the operating cars 

All Accessories 

All sales must be cash or money order. 

Greenberg values with a 5% discount for 

members 

Contact Dennis at 708-460-7079  

 

This space will be used to advertise items for 

sale by the Club or by members. 

Club owned items may be purchased by seeing 

Bob Ciolino at the clubhouse or contacting him 

via phone at 708-828-2041 or e-mail at 

robertciolino@att.net. 

For member owned items, the seller must 

provide contact information. Member listings are 

restricted to two specific items, or a general 

listing identifying the type(s) of items for sale. 

Listings will continue to appear in the newsletter 

for two consecutive months, or until sold, 

whichever is the shorter time. Member listings 

shall be submitted to Curt Ward either via e-mail 

at cward508@msn.com or via snail mail at 1211 

Prairie Creek Trail Joliet IL 60431 

 

Do you have something you want 

included in the newsletter? 

Club member Curt Ward will be creating and 

distributing the newsletters. If you have material 

for the newsletter, you can send it to Curt via e-

mail at cward508@msn.com. To help Curt 

please use MS Word to create the information 

and format it into a two column page. 

 

 

 

Coming Down the Tracks 

Important upcoming events:  

September 17, 2016 - Open House 
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