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As part of the 2018 Convention the LCCA 

visited the Chicagoland Lionel Railroad Club on 

Wednesday, July 25
th

. Six buses with over 250 

train enthusiasts came throughout the day. The 

visitors were able to enjoy the Legacy system 

operate at its maximum potential with multiple 

trains on the same track. The visitors were 

impressed with the complexity of the layout and 

the amazing work being completed on the 

scenery. Throughout the day, many convention 

goers were heard thanking the members for 

inviting them to the club as part of this year’s 

festivities. 

Thank you to the many club members who made 

this event an overwhelming success for our 

visitors. The club was open at 7:00 am and did 

not close until after 5:00 pm. It took a combined 

effort of everyone to run trains, operate the retail 

shop, the dinner, and the back shop. The work of 

everyone involved showcased the Club’s 

commitment to promoting the Hobby. 

Thanks to Herb K for the pictures  

   

LCCA members view the layout 

 

Visitors enjoy multiple trains on a single track 

 



 

 

THE CLRC Participates in the LCCA 

Convention 
 

The CLRC was invited to the LCCA convention.  

We set up our highly technical Drag Strip.  It has 

track operator lights when the engineer turns on 

the track.  The track is crisp and smooth with the 

end tracks going dead (no power) so the trains 

can slow down.  Digital Clocks for each track list 

the engine duration time for the run.  Digital 

circuitry places the engines to 1 millionth of a 

second.  The place is shown on the Lionel cross 

bucks mounted on the racing table.  There are no 

ties.  The challenge was out for LCCA and 

Lionel and they took it.  Lionel brought an 

engine that they thought was swooped up.  

LCCA relied on old technology.  It was a good 

strategy.  They ran and LCCA won.  We gave 

Lionel an engine and President Howard 

Hitchcock won against LCCA in their second 

trial.  Then it was on to the CLRC challenge.  

The CLRC racing team won.  How about them 

apples?  We also had a few tables at the trading 

hall were many of our club cars were sold.  We 

did well.  The LCCA really does a GREAT job 

at their conventions.  The rest of the weekend 

was Lionel Train Heaven.  Lionel showed 

highlights of their new catalog.  All who 

attended had a very nice time.  What a pleasure it 

is to be a part of an organization who appreciates 

all train lovers, operators and or collectors.   

 
Lionel takes on the CLRC 

 
The Top Racers 

 

Thanks to Herb K for the pictures and the story. 
 

 

 
 

July Lionel Ambassador Program 

Update 
 

As a special bonus, on Friday morning July 27
th

, 

the Lionel management team visited the 

clubhouse. Howard Hitchcock, President of 

Lionel came in with his staff of Vice President 

Michael Philips, Chief Engineer Ryan Kunkle, 

and our contact, Event Manager, Lauren Morris.  

Members showed the Lionel foursome our layout 

and had a chance to enjoy good conversation 

with our guests. Thank you to everyone who 

helped to make this event a success. 

 
Group picture with Lionel Management Team 

  



A Visit to Altoona PA. 

 
During a recent business trip to Pennsylvania, I 

was able to spend an afternoon in Altoona. If you 

are a railroad enthusiast, you must plan a visit to 

this historic region. While in town I was able to 

see the Norfolk Southern Juniata locomotive 

repair facility, and visit the Pennsylvania 

Railroaders Museum and the historic Horseshoe 

Curve.  

Although you cannot enter the repair facility, a 

location is provided for parking and there is 

much to see in the yard as the trains move 

through. The museum contains detailed history 

of the Pennsylvania Railroad with lots of 

interactive exhibits. While at the Horseshoe 

curve I was able to enjoy about 10 trains as they 

made the trek around the valley. 

 

   
 

 

Story and pictures from Curt W. 

 

  

 

 

 

Classified Ads 

 

This space will be used to advertise items for 

sale by the Club or by members. 

Club owned items may be purchased by seeing 

Bob Ciolino at the clubhouse or contacting him 

via phone at 708-828-2041 or e-mail at 

robertciolino@att.net.For member owned items, 

the seller must provide contact information. 

Member listings are restricted to two specific 

items, or a general listing identifying the type(s) 

of items for sale. Listings will continue to appear 

in the newsletter for two consecutive months, or 

until sold, whichever is the shorter time. Member 

listings shall be submitted to Curt Ward either 

via e-mail at cward508@msn.com or via snail 

mail at 1211 Prairie Creek Trail Joliet IL 60431 

 

Do you have something you want 

included in the newsletter? 

Club member Curt Ward will be creating and 

distributing the newsletters. If you have material 

for the newsletter, you can send it to Curt via e-

mail at cward508@msn.com. To help Curt 

please use MS Word to create the information 

and format it into a two column page. 

 

Coming Down the Tracks 

Important upcoming events:  

Open House Event – Sept. 15
th

 

Open House Event – Oct. 20
th
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