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Santa Claus a Big Hit During Two 

December Open House Events  

 

The clubhouse was a very busy place during the 

two December Open House Events. Train lovers, 

young and old, filled the building looking to 

enjoy trains, the Christmas decorations and Santa 

Claus. Thanks to the efforts of many club 

members they were not disappointed. The 

clubhouse was beautifully decorated, and trains 

were running both downstairs on the main layout 

and upstairs on the island of Sodor. The line of 

train lovers, young and old, waiting to tell Santa 

what they wanted for Christmas was long 

throughout the entirety of both days.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Thanks to Herb K. for the pictures 

 

CLRC Ends 2017 on a High Note 
 

Lionel just sent us our Ambassador Banner, 

Ambassador Plaque and Trophy Ambassador 

Car for being a top Lionel Ambassador Regional 

Club for the 2016-2017 season.  This is our 

second year as top Lionel Ambassador Regional 

Train Club.  We accomplished this feat by 

having 12 Open Houses/Public Activities, 

producing 12 Product Videos, 12 written Product 

Reviews, and having 12 Newsletters.  The 

challenges were completed by many members.  

Look at our web page www.clrctrains.com for 

the details of our submissions and view our items 

on the web page under the Lionel Ambassador 

Club Heading.  The more “hits” we get the 

better it is for our status with the Railroading 

Community. 

 

 

http://www.clrctrains.com/


 
 

 

 
 

Thanks to Herb K. for the story and the pictures 

 

 

 
 

2018 Lionel Ambassador Program 
 

The Chicagoland Lionel Railroad Club will once 

again participate in the Lionel Ambassador 

Program for 2018. As repeat winners (2017 and 

the inaugural winner in 2016), CLRC will be 

going for a Three-Peat.  

However, it will be harder than the two previous 

years as Lionel has implemented a new scoring 

system for 2018. Besides getting points for 

performing video product reviews and holding 

Open Houses, Lionel will be requesting all 

ambassador clubs to provide to Lionel statistics 

on how many times our followers click on 

Lionel’s logo each month when they are on our 

website. They also want to know how many 

people look at the Lionel product reviews.  

While this may seem like a difficult task it really 

is not all that hard. Our website is using Google 

Analytics that captures this information for us. 

We just need to supply it Lionel.  

The reason Lionel is making these scoring 

changes are to: 

 Better understand how many people 

come to our website to learn about Lionel 

products 

 Increase the visibility about the 

Ambassador Program on Lionel’s 

website 

 Allow more transparency what the other 

ambassador clubs are doing which will 

help the hobby overall 

 Help with more point scoring opportunity 

for all clubs that are participating  

In addition to the statistics Lionel is requesting, 

there are other metrics that Google Analytics 

provides that will help our club going forward. 

These metrics will help us with advertising, 

membership, and other areas. Below are a few of 

the metrics available: (*Note – these are actual 

statistics for the CLRC website as of this 

writing.) 

Total page visits to our site in 2017 was 7,814   

 

2017 Age Breakdown who visit our site: 

Age 25 to 34 = 42% 

Age 65 and over = 58% 

 

2017 Gender Breakdown of who visits our 

website:  

Male = 65% 

Female = 35% 

 

Device Type Used to Access our Website: 

Desktop = 46% 

Mobile = 43% 

Tablet = 11%  

 

The time of day that our followers visit our site 

is from 8 am to 8 pm.  

 



Did you know as a member you can help your 

club make us a Three-Peat winner and you don’t 

even have to be a technical expert to do so? All 

you need to do is visit our website at 

CLRCTrains.com or “like” us on Facebook at 

Chicagoland Lionel Railroad Club and ask 

your family and friends to do so as well. That’s 

it. Now wasn’t that easy?    

There will be more information about the 

Ambassador Program in next month’s newsletter 

but in the meantime if you have questions or 

comments please feel free to contact Joe 

Smolinski via email at 

josephsmolinski1@comcast.net.  

 

Thanks to Joe S. for the story 

 

 
Party Update!!! 

Remember, the annual club holiday/winter party 

will be held on FEBRUARY 10, 2018.  

How much is this “Shindig” going to cost? 

Members who have paid their 2018 dues will be 

admitted at no charge. This applies to members, 

their spouses and immediate family. Anyone else 

wishing to attend may do so for a $20.00 fee to 

cover their food costs. 

A hot entree, 2 sides and a beverage will be 

provided and paid for by the club. Additional 

information on the food being provided will 

appear in the January newsletter.  

We do ask that you bring some finger food, 

snacks or a dessert to go along with the main 

courses. 

Alcoholic beverages will not be provided by 

the Club, but you may BYOB. 

When does it start? Festivities begin at 3:00 P.M. 

with food service at 4:00 P.M. 

Don’t forget to RSVP by February 6
th

 with Al 

Havlicek by e-mail or calling 630-852-6038 so 

we have a count to use for the food ordering. 

When replying, please indicate the number of 

people that will be attending. 

Come on out and enjoy an evening of 

socializing with your fellow club members. 

 

 

Pullman Candlelight House Tour 2017 

 
Sunday December 10

th
 found several members of 

the CLRC in support of the Historic Pullman 

Foundation. While the Candlelight House Tour 

was taking place, trains were running in the 614 

E 113th building. The Foundation had one layout 

manned by a father and son team and the CLRC 

had a second layout up and running. P.J., Pete 

Conrad and Kevin Barry operated equipment 

representing the Union Pacific, the North Pole 

and Snowflake, A B & O executive track 

inspection car and the old Chicago "Green 

Hornet" trolley bus and a two man hand car. The 

crowd was mostly adults but they expressed fond 

memories of years gone by and many asked for 

directions to the CLRC. Kevin's track box was 

almost empty with the size of the two ovals that 

were on the train board. Santa was seen riding 

his Harley Davidson motorcycle and Barbie got 

pulled over by a 1973 CPD car. Several Chicago 

Firemen were seen flooding a field next to the 

Fire House to make an ice skating pond for the 

local children, as was common back in the 50's 

and 60's. 

 

 
 

http://www.clrctrains.com/
mailto:josephsmolinski1@comcast.net


 
 

Thanks to Kevin Barry and Pete Conrad for the 

story and the pictures. 

 

CLRC Participates in Emerald Society 

Christmas Party 

Saturday December 9th turned out to be very 

busy day for the Chicagoland Lionel railroad 

Club. In addition to over 400 people at the 

Clubhouse, the Chicagoland Lionel Railroad 

Club had a layout at the Emerald Society 

Christmas Party. A temporary layout 

approximately the size of our Small Layout was 

set up and operated for three hours. The highlight 

was the Polar Express. Two ovals of track 

complete with Plasticville buildings, an 

illuminated Christmas tree, and roadways with 

vehicles set the mood. A B & O GP 9 and a 

Lehigh Valley 44 ton Center Cab pulled freight 

on the secondary line. Many happy children had 

to be dragged away from the trains for lunch and 

the Magician. Only Santa was able to top the 

trains. For the first time in many years no one 

tried to swipe the Street Sweeper but one little 

girl really wanted to take the Barbie Corvette. 

Thanks to Kevin B. for the story 

 

 

 

 

Classified Ads 

 

This space will be used to advertise items for 

sale by the Club or by members. 

Club owned items may be purchased by seeing 

Bob Ciolino at the clubhouse or contacting him 

via phone at 708-828-2041 or e-mail at 

robertciolino@att.net. 

For member owned items, the seller must 

provide contact information. Member listings are 

restricted to two specific items, or a general 

listing identifying the type(s) of items for sale. 

Listings will continue to appear in the newsletter 

for two consecutive months, or until sold, 

whichever is the shorter time. Member listings 

shall be submitted to Curt Ward either via e-

mail at cward508@msn.com or via snail mail at 

1211 Prairie Creek Trail Joliet IL 60431 

 

Do you have something you want 

included in the newsletter? 

Club member Curt Ward will be creating and 

distributing the newsletters. If you have material 

for the newsletter, you can send it to Curt via e-

mail at cward508@msn.com. To help Curt 

please use MS Word to create the information 

and format it into a two column page. 

 

 

 

Coming Down the Tracks 

Important upcoming events:  

January 20
th

 – Open House  

February 10
th

 – Holiday/Winter Party 

February 17
th

 – Open House 
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